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merchct (fine on marrying one's daughter), heriot (fine on taking
up one's heritage), and the dues demanded when one sold one's
stock.

(b)  All land to be let at a perpetual money rent of 4^ an acre.
This was below the average value of land in 1381.

(c)  That there should be no restriction on buying and selling,
(rf) A general amnesty.

In the panic that seized the government, who were apparently
taken unawares, these demands were granted and pledges given ;
but when the rebels dispersed, carrying with them the coveted
charters and manumissions, all such pledges were shamelessly
broken. There seems some reason to think that the government
hesitated and was half inclined to make concessions; but they
threw the onus of a decision on parliament and they could have
had little doubt of the answer. A parliament of landowners is
usually reactionary, certainly in England has never shown
itself capable of rising above the interests of its class. All
concessions were repudiated, all illegal murders on the part of
those who put down the rebellion justified, and the members
as a body repudiated any suggestion that they might be willing
to free their serfs. A sort of amnesty was granted, 287 persons
and the town of Bury St. Edmunds being exccpted by name.
Other towns bought their pardon by a heavy fine. According
to the ideas of the time this was not outrageous vengeance and
many of tho 287 eventually were pardoned.

RESULT. How far, it at all, did the Revolt succeed ? On
this point historians differ in every possible degree. Some say
that the rebels secured within the next century all they asked,
others that the revolt neither hastened nor retarded the freedom
of the serf. The truth is probably somewhere between. Villeinage
was dying before 1381, but the process was slow; it is not unlikely
that the revolt hastened its decease. For the moment reaction
set in and tho lot of tho serf became heavier, but when the first
rage of indignation was over the landlord found himself con-
fronted wit^ all tho old troubles, economic in origin, which he
was powerless to alter, while he had a wholesome memory of